First Row, Left to Right: Dr. D. J. Cumming, Educational Secretary of Board of World Missions; Mr. 
Maurice Tatsuoka, Japanese Informant; Dr. I] Seung Kay, Korean Informant; Mrs. Yoshiko Niwa, Jap- 
anese Informant; Miss Esther Cummings, Instructor of Linguistics and Phonetics of Bible Seminary in 
New York; Miss Sylvia Lima, Brazilian Informant; Miss Nelly Garcia, Spanish Informant; Mr. Maurice Du- 
bois, French Informant; Dr. Richard T. Gillespie, Candidate Secretary of Board of World Missions. Second 
Row: Mr. John Pritchard, Africa; Rev. George T. Brown, Korea; Mrs. George T. Brown, Korea; Rev. 
Charles R. Butler, Brazil; Mrs. Charles R. Butler, Brazil; Miss Jean Holmes, Japan; Miss Mary Haraughty, 
Japan; Miss Coline Gunn, Japan; Mrs. William R. Reily, Africa; Rev. William R. Reily, Africa. Third Row: 
Rev. Reuben T. Allen, Mexico; Mrs. Reuben T. Allen, Mexico; Mr. T. W. Stixrud, Africa; Mrs. T. W. Stix- 
rud, Africa; Rev. E. H. Gartrell, Korea; Mrs. E. H. Gartrell, Korea; Miss Sara Dixon, Mexico; Mrs. Jule 
Spach, Brazil; Mr. Jule Spach, Brazil; Miss Mary Alice Mounts, Secretary to Dr. Gillespie, Board of World 
Missions. Fourth Row: Dr. Hugh English, Africa; Mrs. J. W. Vinson, Japan; Rev. J. W. Vinson, Japan; 
Mrs. Donald Dilworth, Ecuador; Dr. Donald Dilworth, Ecuador; Mrs. Edwin Clemens, East Africa, for 
Free Methodist Church; Mr. Edwin Clemens, East Africa, for Free Methodist Church; Rev. Jon Crow, 
Brazil; Mrs. Jon Crow, Brazil; Rev. C. Rogers McLane, Brazil; Mrs. C. Rogers McLane, Brazil. 
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EDITORIAL 


Peace Cannot Be 
Bought 


‘The Marshall Plan has been necessary from both 
a military and an economic standpoint but Amer- 
icans are living in a fool’s paradise if they think 
peace can be bought with dollars alone. 


Let us face this single disconcerting fact. If a 
war in Europe should develop, every fourth man in 
the French Army will be a Communist. This is not 
a guess, made at random, it ts the sobering admis- 
sion of French officials themselves. 


We are also bolstering the Anti-Communist 
yovernments of Southeast Asia with munitions and 
with money. Here again there is alarming infiltra- 
tion by Communists. 


Wherein lies a solution? A trite answer would 
be folly, but every Christian should know that 
moral and spiritual fiber in the hearts of men 
makes a nation strong, and without such moral and 
spiritual force, disintegration is inevitable. 


America is called a Christian nation but our na- 
tional leaders have paid a minimum of even lip ser- 
vice to Almighty God. We have been woefully 
lacking in men who were convinced Christians and 
who were willing to stand up and be counted as 
such. 


The American soldiers in Japan have made an 
enviable record for discipline. Such was not the 
case in Korea during the days of occupation. The 
behavior of our men there, stemming from the high 
echelons, was not the credit to a Christian nation 


which can be cited for occupation troops in Japan. 
The abysmal failure of the Southern Korean Army 
is a testimony to the lack of training and equipment 
America expected and paid for. 


This is no time for recriminations. We are forced 
with the stern reality of a defensive war fought on 
the terms of Communistic overall strategy and in 
the place of their choice. 


Our hope lies in a national spiritual awakening, 
a confession of and repentance for sin. Such is the 
grave responsibility of the Church of Jesus Christ. 
If a revival comes it will begin in the Church. If 
men are to hear the warnings of a just and holy 
God that message must come from the Church. 


In recent months we have been scanning an in- 
creasing number of church periodicals. The major 
emphasis of most of these papers has little to-do 
with sin and redemption. Race relations and the 
mechanics of church work seem the matters of most 
concern. 


We are constrained to believe our nation is fac- 
ing the gravest crisis of her existence. This will 
probably be a series of problems arising separately 
and from apparently unrelated sources. 


The solution of our problem does not lie in money 
or in armaments. God alone can help and we do 
not believe He will do so until we return to Him. 


A move in the proper direction would be congre- 
gations meeting for praper and this prayer will have 
to include confession of sin and repentance—per- 
sonal sins and national sins. 


God give us the vision to see the handwriting on 
the wall and to turn to the One who can heal— 
before it is too late. —L.N.B. 


Phe Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian semi-monthly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation 
| of the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered umto the saints. Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at 
| the Post Office at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 1, 1879. Vol. IX, No. 7. August 1, 1950. $1.50 a year. 


2 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Arguing vs. Stating 


People are rarely, if ever, won to Christ by ar- 
guing with them. But, by a simple explanation of 
God's love and the plan of redemption men are daily 
being brought to know and accept Him. 


In religious controversy the thing of paramount 


“importance is the statement and restatement of 


truth; not what we think about the matter. but 
what God says in His Word. 


There is a great difference between seeking to 
win men to Christ and seeking to win men who 
have taken the name of Christ but who lightly re- 
gard the essential truths about Him. We further 
believe there is a vast difference between the frank 
unbeliever and the man who professes to believe but 
who thereafter persists in teaching unbelief. We 
have little patience with the man who “rational- 
izes’ his faith so that it actually imecludes denial of 
the things which constitute truth. 


But, the evangelical needs constantly to remember 
that winning a man to evangelical faith and preach- 
ing is infinitely better than losing him through a 
loveless spirit. 

The smoking flax of a genuine but dormant spir- 
itual ministry can be quenched by carping criticism. 
On the other hand, it can also be fanned into a 
burning flame by prayer, patience, love and a clear 
presentation of the truths of evangelical Chris- 
tianity. 

Honest men recognize in their own ministry and 
in the ministry of others the vast difference between 
the powerlessness of a diluted and compromised 
liberalism and the power which comes through a 
complete surrender to preach Christ as revealed in 
the Old and New Testaments. 


The task of evangelicals therefore is to win men 
to a like precious and powerful faith by stating the 
truth and by showing in their lives that it is the 
Gospel which transforms the hearts, lives and mes- 
sages of those who believe. —L.N.B. 


UNCENSORED CENSORSHIP 
In the Presbyterian Outlook of July 17, 1950, the 


Editor takes occasion to bitterly castigate certain 
groups within our church whom he considers are 
exercising unwarranted censorship over certain 
speakers appearing on certain programs. He terms 
these people as “unofficial and intolerant junta,’ 
a “vociferous minority,” “reactionary elements’ en- 
gaging in ‘“‘a rule or ruin policy’ and in “eccles- 
iastical blackmail.” Now Mr. Editor, do you not 
think you are rather uncharitable in the employment 
of such florid and uncomplimentary verbiage? Will 
you agree to stick to the issues rather than to call 
names? Your masterpiece of irony was to describe 
those who differed with you as, “Little men of 
little minds and spirits, failing greatness themselves 
dare to seek to force the vision and thought of our 
church into the narrow channels of their own 
prejudices.” 
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May we seek a more positive and if possible a 
calmer approach to this whole problem. Our 
church stands for something and yet through the 
centuries has exemplified a latitude that has been 
the envy of many other contemporary groups. We 
Presbyterians are not narrow sectarians and yet we 
think we have a great positive approach to the 
truth that has weathered many storms. Every 
minister and elder is sworn to uphold the truth as 
furnished by the broad pattern of the Westminster 
Standards. But is it fair, in any wise, to term this 
as ‘“‘the narrow channels of their own prejudice’! 


Some of the speakers whom we have objected to, 
belong to a well known school of interpretation 
which rejects such fundamental convictions as the 
historicity of the Bible, the accuracy of its scientific 
teachings, its trustworthiness on moral problems, 
its miraculous deeds and its transcendent message of 
the vicarious atonement through the blood of Christ. 
Saddest of all, many of these modern teachers are 
seriously defective in their views on the deity of our 
Lord. ‘They adhere to what is commonly called 
the “low view” of our Lord’s nature, making Him 
simply a God-possessed man and not “God of very 
God.” Surely every Christian leader will agree 
with us that this is no time for a negative approach 
to these great questions in view of the world 
situation and most of all the Great Commission of 
the Savior of the world. 


Let us offer this as a modus operandi. Let us 
invite great positive speakers who proclaim the 
whole counsel of God, from an unmutilated Bible, 
from an undiluted Christ and from an unmitigated 
gospel. Quite recently the writer had the privilege 
of reviewing Bishop Gerald Kennedy's interesting 
book, ““The Lion and the Lamb.” ‘The Bishop did 
a good job in setting forth the strange paradoxes 
inberent in the Christian religion. We felt in- 
debted to the able man for the contribution of such 
an excellent book, and still feel so. But when we 
came to the last chapter we had mingled feelings of 
pity and almost resentment. ‘The author felt unable 
to ascribe unfettered, exalted deity to Jesus of 
Nazareth. We are sorry this modern Methodist 
could not tred the high road of his great predecessor 
Mr. Wesley, but preferred to tramp in the low- 
lands with so-called moderns. He, therefore, defi- 
nitely vitiated and impoverished all that he had so 
well said in former chapters. 


Today the times are demanding the positive 
emphases of a compelling evangel. ‘he editor of 
the Outlook will probably not agree with us, but 
pray, why waste time on men who do not preach 
the whole counsel of God and who boldly reject 
such portions of God’s word as do not fit in with 
their rationalistic ideas. May we ask—is not this 
the real issue that is tearing Protestantism apart 
today with a schism that cannot be mended except 
on a common acceptance of the whole Word of 
God in all of its purity and power? 

Many of these who are prominent in American 
Christianity today have majored on minors, dwell- 


a 


3 


ing upon the periphery of revealed truth rather than 
heralding the great central emphases of our Calvin- 
istic faith. Beginning with wrong premises they 
cannot help but reach erroneous conclusions. Let 
us look rather for men with a full-orbed gospel, a 
uniquely divine Saviour and a completely inspired 
Word of the living God. ‘They do not have to be 
Presbyterians to be highly acceptable, for we 
recognize the oneness of the true Church of God 
throughout the entire world. Unfortunately certain 
of these men who were invited could not measure 
up to such standards, but thank God there are 
plenty more who can. It is not the biased opinion 
of “little minds,” Mr. Editor, but rather the 
published records of these men that decide the case. 
Let us in a most sacred sense “accentuate the 
positive’ of the Word of everlasting life. 


—R.W.C. 


A New CREATION IN CHRIST 


The Southern Presbyteria Journal has from time 
to time pointed out that social planners for a new 
world usually ignore the only thing that can make 
a new world, namely: the creation of new people 
through the Christian gospel. We believe in the 
power of the old gospel to make people new. In our 
ministry we have observed this many times. We are 
publishing the following letter as a modern example 
of this new creation. It was received by one of our 
pastors, and he is sharing it with our readers as a 
testimony to the fact that the gospel of Christ has 
not lost its ancient power, but is still able to save 
all who place their trust in Christ for salvation. 


—H.B.D. 


Dear 


For the past several weeks I have been 
wanting to tell you what God has done for me. 
Since my Christian experience goes so deeply, 
I think I should write you about it. I was in 
the state of conviction the night you and 
Mrs. came to see us. I could not quite 
grasp just what was happening at that time. 
Now I know, as I am now a new creature in 
Christ. 


Several months ago I was one of the most 
miserable women on earth. I felt that we had 
more bad luck than anyone else. I was ner- 
vous and worried all the time. I was on the 
verge of a nervous breakdown. I realized that 
I was away from God. I felt that I had gone 
too far astray to come back. My whole life was 
wrapped up in my little boy; yet I lived in fear 
that God would take him away from us. After 
your visit I got down on my knees and prayed 
to God to forgive me of my sins. I prayed and 
wept. I asked God to give me peace. That’s all 
I wanted, just peace of heart. 


As a result, a wonderful thing happened. 
Christ came into my life, and I have stopped 
worrying. I have become peaceful and happy. 
My greatest joy now consists in praying, 
Scripture-reading, and witnessing. I have pray- 
ed for God to let me understand more about 
Him and His Word. In the past when I read 
the Bible, I could never grasp its meaning. Now 
I can turn to most any page of the Bible and 


words seem to leap out at me. I[t seems to be 
written especially for me. It is the most fas- 
cinating book in the world. I try to spend two 
hours a day reading it. Everywhere I go I take 
my New Testament with me. If I have 15 or 20 
minutes, I take it out of my bag and read it. 


Since your sermon on The Daily Altar, my 
mother and I have established our own family 
altar. We read the Bible and pray together. 
My mother has also grown in grace. She says 
that she has never felt so close to God before. 
God is helping us through your enlightening 
sermons. We drink in every word you say. 


It is a wonderful thing to begin the day with 
the Master. I can feel His presence the whole 
day through. When I am washing the dishes, I 
ean look up and say, “Savior, Savior,” and a 
great joy fills my soul. When I talk to Him, I 
feel lifted out of this world. 


My whole outlook on life has changed. I 
used to live for the things of this world, but 
now my mind dwells principally on the things 
of the world to come. I have a feeling of ela- 
tion when I come to church and look around 
and say: “This is my church; God dwells here.” 
Church is a new place to me now. 


My greatest concern at present is that so 
many of my friends and relatives are away 
from God just as I was. I am trying to help 
them by telling them just what God has done 
for me, that He will do the same for them if 
they trust Him. Recently I have been greatly 
helped by this statement: “‘But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people, that ye should show forth 
the praises of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light.” 


God is revealing new things to me every 
day. He has shown me that He is my strength. 
A few days ago I was very tired. We had 
worked so hard that day preparing for my 
brother’s wedding. I had been painting; and as 
the day came to a close, there was still much 
to be done. I went to my room and sat on the 
edge of the bed. I felt exhausted and could 
hardly raise a finger. As I sat there, I began. 
to pray, and these words came to me: “‘Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.’’ I asked Jesus to give 
me His rest. When I got up and went back to 
my seat, I felt like a different person. I was 
not tired. Immediately He had given me rest. 
I went on with my work and did as much as I 
had done that day, and I still was not tired 
when I retired that night. Sam can tell you 
that this happened because he saw it. Surely 
He has become “the strength of my life.” 


The other day I went to see some relatives, 
and the minute I walked into the house they 
said: “‘What has happened to you? You look 
so different.” “I am different. God is enabling 
me to walk in His light. He has shown me the 
joy of service. This has made me different.” 


I am now learning to pray in public. This 
gives me great satisfaction. I am joining with 
my friends and praying every day for the 
Graham Revival. 


_ Please pray for us that our family will grow 
in grace and we shall be more useful in the 


Lord’s service. 


Thanking you again for your weekly mes- 
sages, I am 


Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Mrs. E. M. 
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So This Is “Liberalism”’ 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY SUGGESTS RE- 
ORGANIZATION OF OUR BOARD OF WORLD 
MISSIONS AND RECALL OF SOME OF OUR 
JAPAN MISSIONARIES. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK CASTI- 
GATES CONSERVATIVES IN OUR CHURCH. 


Those who have espoused theological liberalism 
feel that tolerance toward every shade of declen- 
sion from evangelical Christianity is a token of their 
broad outlook on life and the Church. At the same 
time, it is our observation that extreme liberals are 
most intolerant to those who hold to the evangelical 
interpretation of the faith and this intolerance 
knows no bounds if they find themselves thwarted 
in a pet scheme or their particular interpretation of 
the mission of the Church. 


Our Church finds itself faced with such a problem. 
Our readers will be wise to follow this carefully. 


Several years ago Dr. John McLean, burdened 
by what he felt to be the responsibility of Amer- 
ican Christians for the use of the atomic bomb on 
Japan, suggested the restoration of part of the re- 
sulting destruction as a token of our regret. When 
this was found to be impracticable, a hospital, or 
hospitals, was then suggested. Finally, after having 
been referred to several groups, it was decided to 
erect in Japan a graduate university to be known 
as the Japan International Christian University. 


This project caught the imagination and elicited 
the interest of many leading men and women in 
this country and was also heartily received by the 
Japanese. As a result the Japanese raised about 
$450,000 towards the necessary land and build- 
ings. This campaign was not on the basis of estab- 
lishing a Christian University but rather as an ad- 
ditional educational institution to aid in the intel- 
lectual rehabilitation of Japan. 


An active and enthusiastic group has sponsored 
this project in America and this group includes 
many prominent national leaders and churchmen. 


The Board of World Missions was asked to join 
with many others in the establishment and conduct 
of this proposed institution. It was the duty of this 
Board to go into this proposal and it did so in a 
very thorough manner. The overall needs of our 
entire missionary work were studied. The Japan 
Mission was consulted, not once but twice. The com- 
parative value of this proposed institution with 
other Christian work already established had to be 
evaluated. 


Our Japan missionaries were practically unani- 
mous in their opposition to our actively supporting 
the university. It was also obvious that many who 
support the university see in it only a great hu- 
manitarian scheme and a gesture of good-will to- 
ward Japan. It is also an established fact that the 
maintenance of a Christian University abroad is 
exceedingly difficult, educational standards in time 
inevitably surmounting Christian standards as be- 
ing of prime importance. 


Finally, the Board, entrusted with the adminis- 
tration of funds given for foreign missions, must 
use these funds where it is felt they will do the 
most to advance God’s kingdom. It was felt that 
the wisest and most profitable use of our money 
would be in the care of work already in operation 
and the establishment of new work more nearly in 
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keeping with the foreign mission aims of our 
Church. 


The Board of World Missions therefore declined 
to assume either financial or administrative respon- 
sibility for the Japan Christian University, at the 
same time clearly stating their hope for its success 
and leaving the way open to all who personally felt 
led to give to this institution to do so. 


Having heard this question discussed in detail, 
the General Assembly sustained the position of the 
Board of World Missions by an overwhelming vote. 


Attacking this action of our Board and the action 
of the General Assembly, The Christian Century 
editorializes as follows: 


“Missions Gone To Seed” 


“The same General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., which acted so wisely on 
matters of interracial relations at home, failed 
to act as wisely on a related matter abroad. 
By an overwhelming vote, the General As- 
sembly backed recommendations of its Board 
of World Missions declining to contribute to 
or participate in the establishment of the 
Japan Christian University. The denomination, 
one of the wealthiest on a per capita basis in 
the country, had been asked through its Mis- 
sion Board to contribute $50,000 to the 
project. The board referred the request to its 
missionaries in Japan for their advice. They 
were reported to be unanimously against Pres- 
byterian support of the university. Their 
spokesman at the Assembly, Missions Secre- 
tary C. Darby Fulton, echoed their misgivings 
about the ‘message’ of the school. ‘It is not 
enough to guarantee the Christian character 
of a university simply to write that word into 
the constitution,’ Dr. Fulton said. Both the de- 
nomination’s Mission Board and its Japan mis- 
sionaries were reacting characteristically in 
matters of interdenominational co-operation. 

L. Carson, of Richmond, Va., was right 
when he told General Assembly that ‘there is 
a growing feeling in our Church that there 
are times when the missiomaries on the field do 
not adequately sense the sentiments of the 
home Church.’ He continued: ‘I believe that 
this is going to be a day that our Church will 
long regret.’ In the final analysis, however, it 
is neither the Mission Board nor the mission- 
aries upon which the ultimate responsibility of 
this unfortunate decision rests. That blame 
rests squarely upon the General Assembly. In 
a post-colonial world, the commissioners might 
have inquired what their constituency in Japan 
desired. Or they might have reorganized their 
Board of Missions and recalled a few mission- 
aries.’ 


If The Christian Century had its way our Japan 
missionaries would be recalled and the Board of 
World Missions reorganized to eliminate those who 
have declined to actively support the Japan Chris- 
tian University. 


No mission in Japan has more to show in solid 
development of a national church than our own. An 
independent observer, who has been in Japan dur- 
ing the past two months, characterized our Japan 
missionaries as the “most outstanding group of 
Christian missionaries I have ever met.” 


As to the Board of World Missions: it certainly 
represents a fair cross-section of our Church as a 
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So this is “liberalism.” If you disagree with me. 
If you cross my wishes—out you go. 


The Presbyterian Outlook of July 17 carries an 
editorial about some of the conservatives in our 
Church. They are characterized in these terms: 
“Reactionary elements’; “ecclesiastical blackmail” ; 
“this unofficial and intolerant junta’; “seeks to 
impose its own narrow standards’; “an organized 
and intolerant minority’; “little men of little 
minds and spirits, failing greatness themselves, dare 
seek to force the vision and the thought of our 
Church into the narrow channels of their own pre- 
judices.” 


Brethren, here is “liberalism” with the mask 
dropped. At least we now know what we are and 
also what will happen if the liberals have their way. 


—L.N.B. 


“A Plea For Prayer” 


It is evident that Stalin and his associates intend 
to draw us into further war. A general war with 
modern weapons will be more dreadful than can be 
imagined and apparently the end of our system as 
we now know it. Nor must we shut our minds to 
the fact that the Communists have many times more 
trained soldiers, probably more tanks, airplanes, 
submarines and other modern equipment than we 
have, and they are ruthless. 


Should not all Christian people in our churches, 
in our homes and in our closets be on our knees 
praying that such a war be averted, and that those 
planning it should have their power to do evil 
taken from them? Have we lost our faith in 
prayer? Let us not delay for our God can deliver 


and will hear. A Presbyterian Elder. 


“A Better Country” 


We have all heard the cliche: “Some people are 
so heavenly minded that they are of no earthly use.” 
Presumably this may be true in a few instances but 
the converse of this is the rule, that men are so 
concerned about the things of this world that they 
have no regard for the future life, nor are they con- 
cerned as to how it may be found. 


The primary purpose of our Savior’s life, death 
and resurrection was to give eternal life to men 
otherwise eternally lost. 


The eleventh chapter of Hebrews, listing the 
“heroes of faith,” gives an interesting insight into 
the perspective of these men. 


Because of faith these men possessed the substance 
of things hoped for and had in their hearts the evi- 
dence of things not seen. Abel looked beyond his 
own wisdom and judgement, accepting God’s way 
rather than his own and because of this faith and 
insight he had the witness of God’s righteousness 
imputed to him. 


Noah, warned of things not seen as yet, acted on 
the command of God, doing a very foolish thing in 
the eyes of the men around him, and because of this 
becoming the heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith. 


Abraham went out, not knowing whither he went, 
sojourned in a strange land—looking for a city 
which was eternal. 


Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, these and many 
others died in faith, not having received the prom- 
ises, but having seen them afar off. For the glory 
they saw in the future life they recognized that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 


Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ more pre- 
cious than all Egypt could offer. He saw Him who 
is invisible and gladly suffered with his people, 
knowing God had something more wonderful in 
store for him. 


Paul expressed the same philosophy in his letter 
to the Colossian Christians when he said: “Seek 
those things which are above ... set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth.” 


To Timothy he wrote: ‘Lay hold on eternal 
things, whereunto thou art also called, and hast 
professed a good profession before many witnesses.” 


We believe the best citizen of this world is the 
one who recognized that he is the citizen of God’s 
eternal kingdom. These men referred to in the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews and the other saints 
of old never let their heavenly citizenship interfere 
with making their lives count in this world. It is 
certain that we can never fulfil our temporal respon- 
sibilities as God wants them met until we have es- 


tablished out citizenship above. —L.N.B. 


BIGNESS 


There is a story about the boy who wanted a job. 
As a test of his fitness, he was asked what he would 
do in a supposed emergency: carry out what he was 
specifically told by the manager to do, or use his 
own best judgment. Choosing the latter, he failed 
to land the job. 


Regarding Church matters there is much where 
we can and should use our own judgment. But 
there are also times and places and conditions in 
which we must follow instructions given. It will 
not be thought improper for Christians to take the 
Bible as their Book of Instructions. The Scriptures 
contain no endorsement of denominations. Neither 
do they touch on a universal Church organization. 
Men use their judgment here. But the Bible does 
set down certain plain instructions as to life and 
doctrine, which are to be observed, we rather 
suppose, even though it be at the expense of what- 
ever beautiful plans men may concoct, if such 
contradict the Book, and in the sacrifice of never so 
fond dreams of some Churchmen, when they are 
not harmonious with the Instructions. This should 
not be too much to say. 
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When therefore the question of ecumenicity arises, 
as in the instance of a one great Church, the primary 
matter for discussion is the accord with or the 
divergence from, Scripture. Here the origin and 
nature of the Church are immediately involved. 
Its history shows plainly that the Church is not 
of human origin. Could any body of folk have ever 
survived through the ages past, beset by traitors 
within and by foes without, alike bungling and 
being bungled, failing and being failed, enduring 
persecution and persecuting, composed of false pro- 
fessors and of true believers, shot through with 
deceit and error but holding partially at least and 
in part, to the truth of God—could any such 
organization have continued to this day under such 
or similar circumstances, without being indwelt by 
the Lord of the Church, the Lamb in the midst of 
the twenty-four elders? The Church is also unique 
in Origin as it is in its history, in its destiny as in its 
duty, 


The “Church is the Kirk. Kirk surely is none 
other than the Greek word Kurios. And Kurios 
means Lord. ‘The Church therefore is the confess- 
ing body of folk who hold to and believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the full Scriptural sense (not 
in the loose and scandalous accommodation of the 
National Council). Can therefore there be an 
ecumenical CHURCH, i.e. a one CHURCH, 
whether country-wide or world-wide, if that so- 
called Church denies the fundamental requisite for 
a Church, viz., acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the plain and indubitable sense of Scripture? We 
can then, and we may, most profitably co-operate in 
a National Council of Religious Societies, in a 
National Council of Moral Forces, or a World 
Council of Altruistic Organizations; but how can 
we or any other Evangelical Church, be a part of 
an organization, which while claiming to be a 
Church or a Council of Churches, at the same time, 
denies or permits the denial, or allows the omission 
of the erroneous interpretation of, the principles 
which historically and categorically are absolutely 
essential to the being and to the well-being of the 
Church! 


Further, danger increases in direct proportion to 
size, in no matter what kind of body. ‘The larger 
the organization the greater the danger and the 
more delicate the problems in effecting proper order 
and work. Difficulty in the maintenance of 
spiritual truth and in the conduct of spiritual enter- 
prise in geometrically augmented. Our own national 
government has recognized the potential harm in 
the octopus of monopoly; and the government has 
taken steps to offset and to correct such matters. 
Many still sympathize with Justice Brandeis in his 
fear of bigness. The large corporation, whether 
material in purpose, or spiritual, gets out of hand, 
becomes unwieldy. Does anyone suppose that the 
Church is an exception in such regard? Let him 
look at history as well as at current events. When 
the Medieval Church became large, it also in- 
creased in riches; when it became rich, it became 
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powerful; and becoming powerful, it became cor- 
rupt. All evils followed in the train of bigness, 


The increasing necessity of multiplication of 
mechanics, paralleling the concentration of power, 
and these proceding right along in company with 
laxity in morals and delinquency in doctrine, facts 
right before our own eyes, and not altogether 
limited to other Churches, should make men reflect 
on our present status and our growing tendencies. 
The same arguments for a small college lead away 
from the one-Church idea. ‘The pleas of our 
political fathers touching the absoluteness of States’ 
rights and the obligation of decentralization of 
power should be heard now. Jeffersonian Democracy 
is Presbyterian polity. We fight totalitarianism in 
the state; but by an unaccountable anomaly we 
invite it in the Church! 


Actually, tragically, as folk have got closer to 
each other in super-organization, they have gone 
farther from God. All combines of men seem to 
result in a lowered spiritual level. The U. N. 
Councils had no prayer. The N.C.C.C.A. betrays 
orthodoxy by watering down the faith. At Babel 
men sought to make for themselves a name, Shall 
we do then what we or our spiritual advisers think 
best, even at risk of compromise; or shall we stand 
by our principles and put our trust in God rather 
than in organization, ecumenicity, bigness? A big 
city without pure water may mean only a big 
disaster. Will the judgment ask how large we 
have grown or how faithful to our Charter? 


—R.F.G. 


Excerpts From A Letter 


. . . Im answer to your request for criticism on 
the forms which you mailed for appraisal, relative 
to the conduct of the Lord’s Supper. 


I agree with (.......) that the one revolving 
around the Apostles’ Creed is the best, although my 
own preference most decidedly is for the traditional 
American procedure. It seems to me that, there is 
a stilted, un-Presbyterian, prelatical, other-Church 
flavor, to all such forms. It is not that people 
should have no part in the worship, so far as is 
possible: why not have them in addition read certain 
parts of the Scripture in such connection, rather 
than recite the prosaic and perfunctory, and I fear 
tendentially if not actually, Pharisaically dry and 
meaningless repetition of stock phrases? 


My notations on the margins, you will see. ‘There 
are places where the parts should apparently be 
reversed, or re-allocatd. Why not persuade the 
congregation to bring Bibles, and let the people 
read passages pertinent to the special approach for 
the day? My dealing is that in our endeavor to be 
ecumenical, or broad-minded, or interesting, or 
different, or stream-lined, whatever it is, or what- 
ever combination of purposes, which is, or are, 
sought in these innovations in Presbyterian worship, 
we are losing our Presbyterianism and going over 


lnto some old-world or other-Church practices. And 
being Presbyterian, I don’t like it! 


Let me make bold to suggest that you read care- 
fully our own Book of Church Order and follow 
that, with references to the Lord’s Supper. At a 
recent Leadership Training Conference at Still- 
man College, Louisiana, two women separately 
made very grateful and complimentary remarks re- 
yarding the “novelty” and attractiveness and help- 
fulness of the worship in connection with the 
observance of the Sacrament. I merely followed 
our own very lovely, simple, dignified, book. I do 
not refer to the “Book of Common Worship”! 
Some of our young fellows, in their ignorance of 
our “liturgy,” go hankering after the ritual of 
others—and do far worse! 


Let me express my delight that you are working 
on these matters, One should certainly seek to 
make the worship in every connection, as interesting 
and as helpful as possible. ‘There is much to be 
done by way of thought and of careful preparation 
regarding worship. May the blessing of our Lord 
be increasingly on you and yours and your work. 


Yours most cordially, 


R. F. G. 


Christian Liberty 


Every man is a King in his own conscience with 
no one over him except God alone. 


There is a sovereignty of the individual person 
delegated to him by God so that in certain respects 
he has only God above him. There are other rela- 
tionships in which he has the State, the family, the 
Church, the institution or the business with which 
he is connected above him. 


But these bodies all have their sovereignty dele- 
gated to them and limited by God. If there is a 
conflict between a command of Church or State 
and a clear Word from God, we must obey God 
rather than men. To avoid such a conflict in our 
own Southern Presbyterian Church we are careful 
to insist that there is only one lawgiver in Zion, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Apparently it is easy to forget this provision, 
however, and insist that others must take our view 
of ecumenicity, of segregation, of economic order, 
of church union, of congregational property. It is, 
therefore, well to remind ourselves that conscience 
is never subject to man, but always and ever to 
God Almighty. 


From the palladium of liberty of conscience have 
come freedom of speech and press, liberty of wor- 
ship, the right to differ. The studied effort to re- 
spect the liberty of individual conscience rather 
than the apparent willingness to override the con- 
science of others will do much to promote peace 
and harmony in our congregations, our presbyteries 
and our assembly. The Apostle Peter calls us to be 
ensamples to the flock, not lords over God’s heri- 
tage. 


The correlary of this, however, is that we preach 
Jesus Christ as Lord of all. There are no spheres 
of life in which He is not Lord and He calls us to 
recognize and accept this Lordship as His Word is 


brought home to our hearts by His Spirit. The sy- 
nod of Barmen told Hitler that Christ was Lord of 
Christians in every relationship of life ... there 
are not exemptions from His reign. 


We are not lords of other men’s consciences, but 
we call them to enthrone Christ as Lord of their 
lives, of their faith and of their conduct. We re- 
mind them that we have been baptized into His 
death, that is, that our old man lost in the cruci- 
fixion of Christ the claim to do as we would with 
our lives. That old life of one’s own rights and 
privileges led to death, our death in our Substitute 
and Representative. 


We are to live the new life in obedience to our 
risen Lord. We are to buffet our bodies and bring 
them into subjection to the obedience of Christ. 
= are to bring every thought into captivity to 

rist. 


No, Christian liberty does not mean doing as one 
= It means seeking HIS pleasure in all things. 
f one will pardon a “six-cylinder” word or two, 
we do not advocate either autonomy or hereronomy, 
but Theonomy or Christonomy. Sanctify Christ in 
your hearts as Lord. God has given Him to be 
Head over all things to His body, the Church. 


—Wnm. C. R. 


Letters To The Editor 


“Thanks for your letters re Negroes at Mon- 
treat ... I think it will eventually get across to the 
Church that this is a definite improvement.” 

—North Carolina. 


“You remember that I requested that you dis- 
continue sending me The Journal. I am thankful 
that it was not discontinued ... I am grateful for 
your editorials.” —Persia. 


“Your reply to my letter is most certainly appre- 
ciated. I have been laboring under some _ mis- 
conceptions which I am very glad to part with... | 
still do not agree ... but | do feel you are entirely 
sincere and | shall look forward to future issues of 
The Journal with an open mind.’”’ —Oklahoma. 


“Thank God for The Journal ... it gives me 
encouragement no end ... keep up the good work. 
Don't get discouraged. “The fear of man bringeth 
a snare, but he that putteth his trust in the Lord 
shall be saved.’ ”’ Michigan. 


‘Please do not send me any more sample copies 
of your so-called Presbyterian Journal. | do not 
care for the drivel which it contains.” 

—Georgia. 


Please accept my sincere thanks for The Jour- 
nal, It is a grand paper and I have enjoyed it 
thoroughly.” —Virginia. 
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Knowing God In A Mad World 


A Meditation And A Testimony 
By Rev. J. K. Parker 
Mount Mourne, N. C. 


Text: “Be still and know that I am God.’’ Ps. 
46:10. If God were to speak to the world today I 
would not be surprised if He used the words of our 
text: “Be still and know that I am God.”’ 


What a madly-moving world it is! The air full 
of the noise of airplanes, rushing through space at 
hundreds of miles an hour; the roads full of cars 
and trucks dashing along at breakneck speed; 
the ocean full of ships, going as fast as they can, 
loaded with men and munitions of war; the camps 
full of soldiers, drilling, marching, riding; office 
buildings full of men and women with fast-flying 
f.ngers, typing out all sorts of orders and in- 
structions. But where is this mad world moving at 
— lightning speed? Nobody knows. Nobody but 
God. 

I was talking to a thoughtful man the other day 
and he said something like this: “People are not 
taking time for anything worthwhile these days. 
They would not take time to die, unless they had 
to.”” We will all have to take time for that some 
day, and perhaps a few of our friends will take 
time to see us buried, and then rush off to take 
their place again in the rushing crowd. 


Will we never be still? Will we have to wait for 
the stillness of death or exhaustion broken only by 
weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth? We will 
either obey the command of our text “Be still,” 
or else in the awful stillness of death we learn 
the latter half of ouy text “and know that I am 
God.”’ In Ezekiel there occurs the oft repeated 
phrase, “‘they shall know that I am the Lord.’”’ The 
prophet was pronouncing doom upon nation after 
nation. In the midst of death, destruction, cap- 
tivity and sorrow they were to learn this greatest 
of all lessons. Will it take that to teach us the 
same lesson today? 

Perhaps this text is for our country more than 
any other. We are working, moving at feverish 
pace to feed the world, to equip our side of the 
world for war. Everything is geared at high gear. 
Everything must be moving at top speed. Produc- 
tion must be 100 percent. Everything that hinders 
must be cleared off the track. Our own time and 
the Lord’s time must be used. I wonder how many 
of us ever stop to think that all this will amount 
to nothing, absolutely nothing, unless God sees fit 
to bless our efforts? 

The strain is beginning to tell. People’s nerves 
are getting on edge. Men in high places are snap- 
ping and quarreling getting in each other’s way, 
and real progress is almost impossible. Surely, it 
would be good for us in our effort to produce ma- 
terial results, to “Be still.” 

But the worst part about it is that we have caught 
the fever in our spiritual life. The church has for- 
gotten where her power comes from. In our effort 
to keep up with the world we have neglected the 
thing of most importance—to be still long enough 
to know that we have a God, and that He will 
work, if we give Him a chance. We have all had 
the experience of trying to do something for our 
children, and they would not keep still long enough 
for us to do it. We would have to catch and hold 
them, while they protested with tears, before we 
could wash, or dress, or even feed them. I am 
sure that God would like to bless us, His church 
and people, but He has a time getting us to keep 
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still long enough for Him to do it. The message 
for the church today is “Be still and know that I 
am God.” If we will be still long enough, God 
will not only prove that He exists, but that He will 
work mightily through us, We rush around at a 
mad pace trying to straighten the world out, and 
sometimes doubt whether there is a God. Be still, 
and our doubts will disappear. 


I. Be still, and God will talk to us. I know a 
doctor who is so busy that if you try to talk to 
him he may be half way down the hospital hall 
before you can finish what you have to say. There 
may be some excuse for him, for we may not have 
anyth.ng of importance to say, but God always has 
something very important to say when He tries to 
talk to His children. I have sometimes been busy 
working on a sermon, trying to get an outline or 
ideas together, and everything was muddled up. 
If at these times I just quit, close my eyes, pray 
and quietly wait, my mind will clear, the message 
will come or I may feel that this is not the message 
and I give it up and turn to something else. I 
used to dread the hours I would lie awake at night. 
Dr. Siler in a sermon once set me on the right 
track, and since that time, these quiet hours have 
been among the most blessed and fruitful I have 
ever experienced. Sometimes the thoughts which 
— in the still hours of the night have been best 
of all. 


I read of a preacher who was an exceptionally 
busy man. He was taken sick and had a long linger- 
ing illness. He said afterwards that God had to 
stretch him on his back in order to keep him still 
long enough to talk to him. I am sure that God 
often has something of utmost importance to 
tell us, but He would have to catch us and hold 
us before we will be still long enough for Him to 
get our attention. Be still and you will know that 
there is a God, for He will speak to you. I want 
to g.ve my testimony that this is true. 


II. Be still, and God will walk with you. You 
and I have tried to go places with children. They 
would run on ahead, or run off to the side. Per- 
haps they would come to grief, because they would 
not let us catch up or keep up with them. 


I suppose this is what the Psalmist means when 
he says so often, “‘wait for the Lord.” We have 
some very difficult paths to travel in this world, 
steep and rough and hard to negotiate. We cer- 
tainly need the hand of a strong Friend to help 
us over these places. We have some very danger- 
ous paths, beset with snares and pitfalls, and sur- 
rounded by enemies. We need a divine Protector. 
Our ways are devious. It is easy to get lost unless 
we keep close to our Guide. The highways of the 
world are most defiling. Our feet will get soiled 
and stained unless there is Someone to lead, and 
our bodies and clothes will often be muddy, un- 
less there is Someone to “keep us from falling.” 


We cannot walk alone, and walk safely. The 
paths we tread alone must often be re-treaded as 
we go back to find our Lord. How over and over 
again this has been our experience! We make 
better time when our Lord walks with us. 


III. “Be still and know that I am God’’—for He 
will make you strong. It takes time to get charged 
with power from on high. 
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Sometime ago I wanted to go somewhere and 
when I went out and tried to start my car, it 
would not start, The battery was dead. I had to 
get it recharged and I had to “be still” and wait 
for the power to get into the battery before I 
could go. 


We often find ourselves weak and helpless, 
unable to resist temptation, unfit for the duties 
which press upon us, afraid of our enemies, our 
troubles, ourselves. We are completely ‘“‘washed 
out.”’ 


There is only one remedy. To be still and put 
ourselves in touch with God’s great power house. 
Only when thus recharged can we face the world 
and overcome the world. The prophet says, “their 
strength is to sit still.”” Our strongest moments 
are those when we have come fresh from the power 
house of Heaven. 


IV. Be still and God will make you happy. There 
are some strange ideas about happiness. Some peo- 
ple do not think they can be happy unless they are 
rushing somewhere to see something, or do some- 
tning, or experience a thrill. isappiness and nervous 
tension seem to be synonymous with them. 


Real happiness is a mixture of peace and joy 
so deep that it soothes and invigorates the whole 
system. Instead of being worn out afterwards, 
there is a calmness and vigor which gives new life. 


If we will be still long enough God will come 
and fill our soul with that sort of happiness. One 
of the saintliest and greatest women of this coun- 
try was Mrs. Jonathan Edwards, the wife of the 
great preacher. At times her joy was so ecs‘atic 
that she seemed to be living in Heaver Is it any 
wonder that her descendents have been among the 
great men of America. God loves to give His chi.- 
dren a foretaste of the joy of Heaven, IF we will 
be still so He can flood our hearts with this joy. 


V. Be still, and God will use us to do great 
things. God has to work IN us first, and He can do 
very little in us, unless we give Him a chance. It 
takes time and a quiet soil for grace to grow. When 
we plant seed in the ground we do not dig it up 
the next day. The fruit of the Spirit develops best 
in hearts that are still and calm. 


God can do little for us if we insist upon doing 
it all for ourselves. There are so many things we 
cannot do. We attempt and fail and become dis- 
couraged, not realizing that this is something God 
has to do. This is especially true when we try to 
win souls. 


If God is to work through us, He must live in 
us. The little things are done by men working 
alone, the big things, by God working through men 
who have been still long enough for God to come 
into their souls. Stonewall Jackson was known for 
quickness of action and brilliant success in his 
campaigns, but his men knew when some great 
battle was in the making by the praying of their 
beloved general the night before “in the stillness 
of the night.” 


If we want to do anything worthwhile we will 
have to be still and let God work in, and for, and 
through us. 


I believe this is God’s message for us today. 
What a message for the world! I saw a boy with 
the St. Vitus dance, He could not be still. He was 
jerking and twisting and moving. But this world 
has something worse. The devil is making it dance. 
You can see his fingers fly as he plays the tune, 
faster and faster, and you can hear his roars of 
laughter as he calls the figures, on the steppes 
of Russia, in the hills of Tunicia, in the jungles 


10 


GOWNS 


“Pulpit and Choir: 
Headgq orters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture Stoles 
Embroideries - Vestments 
Hengings - Communion 


Sets . Alter Brass Goods 


CATA’ GOr EQUEST 


ARCH STREET ADELPHIA? FA 


PEWS, PULPIT CHANCEL 
——_— 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
of DEPT. 20 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 
Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


For information, write to: 


G. T. Gillespie ... President 


EEE EEE EF 


of New Guinea. What a dance it is—the dance 
of death. 


If the world would but “be still’? for a few days, 
I believe the spell would be broken, our eyes would 
open, and the terrible folly of it all would burst 
upon our brains. 


What a message for the Church! Suppose the 
church would “‘be still’ for another ten days, per- 
haps another Pentecost would come. As it is, our 
hurry is making us all nervous, and we are fighting 
and quarrelling among ourselves and forgetting 
and even disowning and dishonoring our Lord. 


What a message for each one of our hearts! 
“Be still and know.”’ We will never know until we 
give Him time to talk to us, to walk with us, to 
make us Happy and Strong and of service to 
Him. Let us take time, let us MAKE time for such 
an experience. 


One word more of testimony. Several months 
ago I used to listen regularly to the news program 
which came on at 7:55 in the morning. We had our 
morning worship just before this. When we were 
a little late, I found myself in a hurry to “get 
through” this worship so as not to miss the news. 
Of late I have not even tried to listen to this morn- 
ing broadcast. Far better to never hear any news 
than to let it make me rush through our prayer 
together. One word from our Father in Heaven 
is worth more than all the news broadcasts on 
the radio. I have found this to be true. 
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One Union Too Many 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


To the modern ecumenical mind the above caption 
will seem strange. It is not able to conceive that 
there could be too many unions. It is acustomed to 
deplore the many divisions of different denomina- 
tions of professing Christians as altogether evil, 
and is ready for union at any price. Bishop Oxnam, 
recent President of the Federal Council, is re- 
ported as calling on us to do away with all denom- 
inations; and, believe it or not, he is asking the 
Roman Catholics to compromise and come over and 
join with all the Protestants and have just one big 
church. He thinks that would be ideal and bring in 
the kingdom. 


In the Presbyterian Church there has been one 
union that has hindered other unions, or at least 
one union. For two generations the U.S. A. church 
has been wanting the U.S. or Southern Presby- 
terian church to unite with it. It is perhaps wonder- 
ing and some of our people are also wondering why 
we have not already done so. I believe if the old 
school body in the North had not united with the 
new school body in the North, as they did in 1869, 
the two old school bodies would have been united 
long ago. From the standpoint of sound doctrine 
the old school body made a fatal mistake. 


(See Palmer’s Life of Thornwell, pp. 181-209 for 
a discussion of the old and new school controversy). 


Were not both of these bodies Presbyterian? Did 
they not both have the same Bible? Did they not 
both have the same Confession of Faith and Cate- 
chisms? Did they not both subseribe to the same 
system and doctrine and take the same ordination 
vows’? 


These questions are answered in the affirmative, 
and yet there is a wide difference. It is a difference 
of interpretation. In law all depends on tine in- 
terpretation. In doctrine it is the same thing. The 
old school interpretation is that we accept our 
standards as “‘in all things agreeable to the word of 
God, taking them in the plain and obvious meaning 
of the words.’’ In other words we look upon our 
standards as a logical arrangement of the doctrines 
of the Bible—like links in a chain, and they all 
hang together and we accept them all. We find 
some doctrines in our standards as Well as in the 
Bible that are “Shard to be understood” by our 
finite minds. 


We find that the Apostle Peter found some things 
of that nature in his “beloved Paul’s writings,’’ but 
he did not reject them. Neither do we. We believe 
it to be much better and much safer to believe and 
obey God’s word than to deny and disobey. 


In 1835, Lyman Beecher was President of Lane 
Theological Seminary in Cincinnati, Ohio. It was 
said that he was the ‘“‘father of more brains than 
any other man in America.’”’ He was the father of 
13 children. One son died in infaney. Seven sons 
lived to a good old age, and Henry Ward Beecher, 
his son, said, “only one of them tried to escape 
the ministry and he did not succeed.” He was also 
the father of Harriet Beecher Stowe, the author of 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. I have had that book in my 
library for years but have never felt that I had 
enough religion to read it. He was a remarkable 
man of very strong religious convictions but “his 
theology was of his own make.” 


He was born in New Haven, Conn. and advocated 
what is known as New Haven or new school the- 
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ology. He was tried in 1835 by his presbytery for 
heresy but was acquitted by the General Assembly 
on appeal. There was another remarkable man 
that helped set the pattern of new school theology, 
and that was Albert Barnes, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian church in Philadelphia, Pa. He wrote 
a series of commentaries on the New Testament 
intended for Sunday School teachers. He got along 
fine till he came to the fifth chapter of Romans 
and then he and “brother Paul’’ could not agree, so 
he rejected the doctrines of imputation and the 
limited atonement. 


He was tried for heresy in his presbytery and on 
appeal the General Assembly acquitted him, in 
1836. The radicals were in the majority. But in the 
Assembly of 1837, the conservatives found them- 
selves in the majority for the first time in seven 
years and were ready for action. By a vote of 140 
to 136 the Assembly rescinded the Synods of Gene- 
see, Geneva and Utica, N. Y., and the Synod of 
Western Reserve in Ohio. In 1838, these four 
Synods sent their full quota of commissioners to 
the next General Assembly but they were denied 
enrollment. Then they left the building and orga- 
nized in another building the new school Assembly. 


It is interesting to note what they did about their 
property. “Brother went to law with brother and 
that before the unbelievers.’””’ The new school body 
first gained their point, but upon appeal the old 
school gained a reversal of decision in the higher 
court. Then after keeping the church in turmoil 
and strife for several years, to the injury of the 
cause of Christ, they decided to do what they 
ought to have done in the first place—they let each 
one retain its own property. In other words they 
found the Golden Rule the hard way. 


When the Cumberlands separated from the Pres- 
byterians in 1810 they made some drastic changes 
in the Confession of Faith to conform to their 
beliefs, leaving out the Larger Catechism entirely. 
But strange to say the new school body in its 
separate existence of 31 years, never made any 
change in the Confession of Faith or other stand- 
ards of our church. These two brilliant men saw 
no necessity of changing the words of the Con- 
fession as they held themselves at liberty to inter- 
pret it to suit their own notions. They subscribed 
to the system of doctrine as contained in our 
standards for “substance of doctrine.””’ Dr. B. M. 
Palmer says: “This elastic and slippery phrase is 
scarcely susceptible of definition or limitation.” 
But the practical use of it was very plain. They 
felt themselves at perfect liberty to reject any one 
or more doctrines they did not like and still be good 
Presbyterians. They claimed this on the ground of 
Christian liberty and a free conscience. This is a 
free country—a man can hire a hall and preach 
‘‘the moon is made of green cheese’”’ if he wants to. 
But if he is an honest Methodist he is expected to 
preach Methodist doctrine. If he is a Baptist he 
should preach Baptist doctrine. If he claims to be 
a Presbyterian he should, in all fairness, preach 
doctrines in harmony with the creed of his church. 


In 1861, the old school body in the South sepa- 
rated from the old school body in the North. In 
1863, the eld school body in the South united with 
the new school body in the South, known as the 
United Synod in the South. In 1869, the old 
school body united with the new school body in the 
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North, and that was one union too many. But why 
blame them for doing the same thing that we had 
already done? There was a difference. The new 
school body was very weak in the South and very 
strong in the North. In the South they had no 
seminary and only one college, Maryville in Tennes- 
see, and somehow they let it get away from them. 
They had only 120 preachers, 190 churches and 
12,000 members. So our church knew they could 
not and would not affect the doctrinal standing of 
our church. 


The very opposite was true in the North. The 
new school body outnumbered the old school body 
about 3 to 2, and they had three large seminaries: 
Lane in Cincinnati, Auburn in New York and Union 
in New York City. The old school had Princeton 
in New Jersey, Alleghany near Pittsburg and Mc- 
Cormack in Chicago. Princeton has always been 
considered a stronghold of orthodoxy and many 
Southern Presbyterian men have graduated there, 
in the years since our separation in 1861. This is 
an evidence that our continued division is not due 
to prejudice growing out of the war between the 
states. 


Soon after the union in 1869, trouble began in 
the U. S. A. church. In 1874, David Swing was 
tried for heresy in the Presbytery of Chicago and 
was acquitted but rather than risk an appeal to a 
higher court he left the church and hired a hall to 
preach his views and published his sermons. ‘‘He 
was an excellent preacher but no theologian.” 


In 1892, Henry Preserved Smith, a Professor in 
Lane Theological Seminary, was tried before the 
Presbytery of Cincinnati; and convicted of heresy 
touching the inerrancy and inspiration of the 
Scriptures, and suspended from the ministry until 
he would renounce his crrors. He united with the 
Congregational church and, through the press, he 
contended for his teachings. 


In 18938, Charles A. Briggs, a Professor in Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, was tried and 
acquitted by the Presbytery of New York, but upon 
appeal was convicted by the General Assembly for 
heresy touching the inspiration of the Scriptures, 
and was suspended from the ministry. He after- 
wards joined the Episcopal church but remained in 
the seminary for 20 years until his death in 1913, 
while the seminary was sending a constant stream 
of young men into the ministry of the U.S.A. 
church trained by a pronounced heretic. I do not 
believe our Southern church would like such an 
arrangement as that. The old school party in the 
Northern church did not like it either. New York 
Presbytery has an almost unbroken record of 
ordaining any graduate of Union Seminary re- 
gardless of his doubts and denials. -As long as 
Dr. Fox of the American Bible Society was alive 
and active he would appeal to the General As- 
sembly any case of heresy that came up. But when 
he passed away it seemed there was no one willing 
to bear the opprobrium of being a ‘“‘heresy hunter.” 
A half century ago Union Seminary renounced the 
jurisdiction of the General Assembly and has been 
teaching what it pleases ever since. 


In order to avoid trials for heresy, the General 
Assembly in 1919, 1916, and 1923 issued a deliver- 
ance stating that certain doctrines of evangelical 
religion were essential requirements for any one to 
be ordained to the ministry. In 1924, 1,293 minis- 
ters subscribed to what is known as the Auburn 
Affirmation. This paper denied the right of the 
General Assembly to specify any certain doctrines 
as essential for ordination, and called these essen- 
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tial doctrines mere theories and that men who held 
other theories were acceptable ministers. This 
paper claimed to have been drawn and signed in 
the interest of peace. It seems to have had that 
effect. In 24 years the Assembly has not replied 
to it. But it is the peace that the lion made with 
the lamb—they both lay down together but only 
one of them got up, the girth of the lion was very 
much distended but the lamb was no more. The 
adherents of the old school theology, it seems, have 
given up the fight. 


I want to submit that if our church, which has 
always held to the old school interpretation of the 
Bible and our standards, unites wit the U.S. A. 
church that that will be two unions too many. And 
remember this, union is a one way ticket. You will 
burn the bridge behind you. There will be no 
return. 


I want to ask elders and deacons, as well as 
ministers, all of whom have taken the same ordina- 
tion vows, does “‘sound doctrine’’ mean anything to 
you? If so we had better “discontinue negotiations 
looking toward union with the U. S. A. church” as 
several presbyteries have recently overturned the 
General Assembly. 


“Can two walk together except they be agreed?”’ 
Amos 3:3. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR AUGUST 20 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


John, Preacher of Repentance 


Scripture: Luke 3:12-2; 7:18-28; Matthew 14: 
1-12. Devotional Reading: Luke 15:1-10. 


Since there is joy in heaven over one sinner that 
repents, John the Baptist must have caused a great 
deal of joy in the presence of the angels of God, for 
great multitudes went out to hear John and re- 
ceived the baptism of repentance. 


To repent means to change our minds and as a 
result of changing our minds, changing our con- 
duct. The definition in the Shorter Catechism is a 
good one: “Repentance unto life is a saving grace, 
whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and 
apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, 
with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto 
God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new 
obedience.”’ There is a genuine repentance and a 
sham repentance. We should be sure that our re- 
pentance bears the marks of genuineness. 


Il. Fruits worthy of repentance: 


Luke 3:1-22. 


As in the case of other great men of the Bible it 
would be well to review briefly the account of the 


birth of John as we find it in Luke 1. 


John came in the spirit and power of Elijah. In 
many ways he resembles that rugged and powerful 
prophet. Isaiah had foretold his coming and we find 
his words quoted for us in the first verses of this 
chapter (3:4-6). The work of John was to prepare 
the way. When a king traveled, some went before 
him to clear and grade a road: when the King of 
the Jews came, John was sent, a voice in the wil- 
derness, to prepare the way for His coming. The 
low places must be filled, the high places pulled 
down, the crooked made straight, and the rough 
places smooth. Sin has so upset the world physically 
as well as morally and spiritually that this vivid 
illustration from nature makes us see the need for 
preparation. Just as we have valleys and mountains, 
crooked and rough and irritating, like anger, malice, 
and ill-will. 


These sins must be removed. Repentance is for 
the remission of sins, True repentance changes our 
attitude and feeling toward sin, we hate and turn 
trom it to God, and there follows the forgiveness, 
or remission, of sins. When we repent, God for- 
vives, for He has made atonement for our sins; the 
mercy of God is in, and through, Christ. 


John is insisting that their repentance be gen- 
uine: they must bring forth fruits worthy of re- 
pentance. The character of repentance, whether it 
is genuine or not, is shown by the results in our 


AUGUST 1.1950 


lives. If we say we repent and then go on living 
just as we had been living, then our repentance Is 
a mockery. There must be a turning away from sin, 
as well as grief over it, and a new life of obedience. 


This is brought out very clearly in the questions 
and answers which follow. The people asked him, 
saying, What shall we do? John told them to be 
kind and generous. The publicans asked, What shall 
we do? He told them to be honest. The soldiers de- 
manded, What shall we do? He replied, be peace- 
ful; be truthful; be content. In each case John put 
his finger on the sin, or sins, which would most 
naturally be characteristic of the ones asking the 
questions. He did not try to avoid the issue, or to 
smooth things over, but answered clearly. 


Repentance is not the whole gospel. John tells of 
the coming One who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit; who is both Savior and Judge. John preach- 
ed Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who should take 
away the sin of the world. He knew that his was a 
preparatory ministry: a getting ready for the com- 
ing of the King. 


The baptism of Jesus is treated more fully in 
Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, and John 1 :32,33. 
Luke mentioned the fact and the coming of the 
Spirit and the voice from heaven. 


Il. Not a greater prophet than John 
the Baptist: Luke 7:13-17. 


Verses 18-23 tell of the messengers whom John 
sent to Jesus from the prison. Was there some doubt 
in John’s mind, or did he send the disciples to Jesus 
to strengthen their faith? Bishop Ryle has this to 
say: “The most probable explanation is that which 
I have set forth in the exposition of the passage. 
John’s message was not sent on his own account, 
but on account of his disciples. It was not sent be- 
cause his own faith was failing, but because he 
wished those he was about to leave behind him to 
believe in Jesus as the Messiah. One argument in 
favor of this view is the great improbability that 
one so taught of God as John was, and so singularly 
clear in his past testimony, would forget his first 
faith and doubt whether Jesus was the Christ. An- 
other, and far more powerful argument, is the 
strong language of commendation which our Lord 
uses about John the Baptist as soon as his messen- 
gers had left Him. His expressions are so pecu- 
liarly strong that we might suppose they were spe- 
cially intended to prevent any slur being thrown on 
John’s character on account of his message. They 
look as if our Lord would have all men know that 
John’s own faith never failed, and that he was the 
same man at the end of his course that he was at 
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the beginning.” If any of us have doubts let us bring 
them to Jesus and they will be removed. 


Jesus answered John’s question by performing 
many miracles (these were His credentials), and 
telling the disciples to go back and report to John 
what they had seen and heard: “to the poor the 
gospel is preached.” Is there a gently rebuke in the 
words, “and blessed is he, whosoever shall not be 
offended (find none occasion of stumbling) in me’? 


Verses 24-28 give us the eulogy pronounced upon 
John by Jesus. These are words of highest praise, 
and coming from the lips of One who never used 
flattery, but always spoke the truth, they give us a 
striking portrait of this great man. He stands forth 
as strong and courageous, no reed shaken with the 
wind; a plain rugged hero, no soft effeminate cour- 
tier; a prophet, and more than a prophet, a special 
messenger sent to prepare the way for the King. Ne 
greater man had ever lived than John, But John 
belonged to the Old Dispensation. He did not have 
the privileges we enjoy in the gospel dispensation. 
(See Ryle on the last part of Verse 28). He says in 
part: “I believe the ‘least in the kingdom of God,’ 
to mean the least believer who lived after the cruci- 
fixion and resurrection of Christ. I believe the 
weakest member of the Churches planted by St. 
Paul, had a clearer knowledge of the exact manner 
in which God would justify the ungodly than John 
the Baptist, or anyone who lived before the cruci- 
fixion ever could have.” 


The Beheading of John . 
Matthew 14:1-12. 


Why God allows some of His servants to be im- 
prisoned and killed while He saves some from the 
wrath and power of their enemies and persecutions, 
is one of the many mysteries of His providence. He 
has His own wise reasons and purposes in all of His 
dealings with men. 


Herod is one of the many wicked rulers whose 
wives were even worse than their husbands: Jezebel 
was worse than Ahab, and Herodias was worse than 
Herod. A wicked woman is the worst thing in crea- 
tion. Iwo wicked women figure in this story, a 
mother and her daughter. We are familiar with the 
story. I suppose that Herodias had been eagerly 
waiting for the time when she could have her re- 
venge upon John for his plain words in which he 
condemned both of these wicked rulers. Herodias 
was more deeply offended than Herod, as was nat- 
urally the case. Herod both feared and admired the 
fearless prophet, and heard him and to some extent, 
heeded him, He was trapped into doing what he had 
no desire to do, but he was not man enough to ad- 
mit he was wrong in making the promise, and re- 
tuse to keep a bad vow. He was too big a coward 
to do the right thing. 


Herod never got away from his guilty conscience. 
When he heard of the fame of Jesus and His mighty 
works, he said, This is John whom I beheaded. I do 
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not know whether Herodias and her daughter had 
any compunctions of conscience of not. Some con- 
sciences are seared as with a hot iron. 


There is a little touch in Verse 12 which is well 
to note: And the disciples came and took up the 
body and buried it, and went and told Jesus. 


John had always pointed them to Jesus. Almost 
the first words he said were: “Behold the Lamb of 
God.”” When some had tried to make John jealous, 
he had said: ‘““He must increase, I must decrease.” 

It was natural that they should go and tell Jesus. 
This is our best course also whenever sorrow and 
bereavement come: ““There’s not a friend like the 
lowly Jesus: No, not one; No, not one.” 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 27 


Mary, the Mother 
of fesus 


Scripture: Luke 1:46-55; 2:7-19, 40-52; Mark 
3:31-35; John 2:1-12; 19:25-27; Aets 1:13-14. 
Devotional Reading: Luke 2:28-35. 

Our horror of Mariolatry must not lead us to 
neglect or fail to honor this most honored of women. 
Indeed, as we study her character, and her associa- 
tion with her Son, we are overwhelmed with a real- 
ization of the humility. simplicity and gentle good- 
ness of this Jewish maiden. 

The traditions which have grown up in connec- 
tion with her and the effort on the part of the 
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Roman Catholic Church to ascribe perfection and 
even deity to her and make her an object of worship, 
are most unfortunate, for they make an idol out of 
one who should be loved and reverenced for her 
position and character, but in no sense be an object 
of worship, There is absolutely no basis in the New 
Testament for this false teaching. We need no other 
intercessor at the throne of grace except our risen 
and ascended Lord. His priestly work is complete. 
He is Mary’s Savior as well as the Savior of every 
other sinner who will accept Him as such. 


I. Mary and Her Song: 
Luke 1:46-55. 


In Verses 26-28 of this same chapter we have the 
annunciation by the angel Gabriel to Mary of the 
coming birth of her divine Son. Mary was mystified 
by this announcement, but submitted to the will of 
God saying: “And Mary said, Behold the hand- 
maid of the Lord: be it unto me according to thy 
word.” 


The beautiful song in Verses 46-55 is a spon- 
taneous expression of Mary’s feelings when she 
visited her cousin Elizabeth. Both of these expectant 
mothers were rejoicing together over the great honor 
bestowed upon them—one to be the mother of John 
the Baptist, and the other of Jesus, the Son ot God. 


Marv’s humility in the hour of exaltation is 
strikingly portrayed in her song; also her praise of 
the Most High who had done such a great thing to 
her. She, the lowly Jewish virgin, was chosen to the 
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highest honor ever to come to women, an honor 
which was coveted by every pious and believing 
Israelite mother since the promise in the Garden of 
Eden that the seed of the woman should bruise the 
serpent’s head. (Genesis 3:15). 


II. Mary and Her Baby: 
Luke 2:7-19. 


There is a saving that there is only one perfect 
baby in the world and every mother has that baby 
in her arms. Certainly all good mothers love their 
babies. Mary, indeed, had the perfect Baby. This 
scene, the Babe in the manger with the halo around 
His head, and Mary and Joseph and the shepherds, 
is probably the most familiar passage in the Bible 
and has caught the fancy of artists, painters and 
poets of all time and of every nationality. 


Mary loved and cared tor her firstborn Son as all 
mothers do, only her attitude was one of profound 
mystery: “and Mary kept all these savings and pon- 
dered them in her heart.” 


III. Mary and Her Boy: 
Luke 2 :40-52. 


The development of the boy Jesus was both nat- 
ural and supernatural. We watch our children 
grow, as He did, in wisdom and in statue and in 
favor with God and man, but in the case of the boy 
Jesus there was the natural development of a super- 
natural child, and it was growth unhindered by 
the taint of sin. In our children, inheriting our 
fallen nature. there is always original sin to be 
reckoned with and it is always ready for a chance 
to manitest itself. (Chen there are those infirmities 
of body and mind which we get from our parents. 


Jesus, as the virgin-born child, conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, did not have the handicaps which other 
children have. His natural growth was, therefore, 
far beyond that of an ordinary child. Many mar- 
vellous stories are told of His boyhood days, and 
while these are but traditions, and do not form a 
part of inspired Scripture, yet we may well believe 
that there were many marks of superior intelligence 
and piety. 


One of these is seen in the verses we study, 
where we tind Him in the temple both hearing the 
doctors of the law and asking them questions. And 
all that heard Him were astonished at his under- 
standing and answers. Again we find a puzzled 
mother: “But his mother kept all these sayings in 
her heart.” 


In this incident we also see an evidence of the 
humility and model spirit of obedience manifested 
in the boy Jesus: “And he went down with them 
and came to Nazareth and was subject unto them.” 


I]. Mary and the Man, Jesus: 
Mark 3:31-35; John 2:1-12; 19:25-27. 


Just why his mother and his brethren sent unto 
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Him calling Him, we do not know, but there seems 
to be an intimation that they, like some of the peo- 
ple, thought He was “beside himself,’ and too en- 
thusiastic. His brethren, we are told, did not al- 
together understand her Son, yet were not un- 
believing. It must have been a mother’s natural 
solicitude for her son’s welfare. She saw that He 
was coming into conflict with the religious leaders 
of the day and we see from the context that these 
leaders were saying some mean things about Him. 


The second selection is the familiar story of the 
marriage in Cana of Galilee. In this story we have 
a mingling of Mary's dependence upon, and con- 
fidence in, her Son, and her mystification. She did 
not thoroughly understand Him, but at the same 
time she could say to the servants, Whatsoever he 
says to you, do it. She felt that in some mysterious 
way her Son would solve the problem which con- 
fronted them and save them from embarrassment. 


The third selection (John 19:25-27), tells us 
what Jesus said to his mother and the disciple John 
as He hung on the cross: “he saith to his mother. 
Woman, behold thy son: then saith he to the dis- 
ciple, behold thy mother! And from that hour that 
disciple took her unto his own home.”’ It seems al- 
most certain that Joseph was dead, and that the 
care and responsibility of the home had been upon 
Jesus, the carpenter of Nazareth, and that he had 
supported his mother and the younger children. 
Now he is thinking of the need of his mother for a 
home, and his thoughts turn to John, who seems to 
have been rather well-to-do. 


In all these verses we see that Mary was just a 
human mother and that she was both dependent 
upon her oldest Son and perplexed by many of the 
unusual occurrences in connection with Him and 
His ministry. She does not seem, as yet, to be full 
cognizant of all the supernatural elements in her 
divine Son, nor of the ultimate purpose and end ot 
it all. There is nothing to indicate that she was 
sinless or in any sense an intercessor. These inci- 
dents contain not one iota of evidence for even the 
suggestion of the worship of Mary. Just why the 
Roman Catholic Church has built up its theor 
around Mary is hard to understand, as is the teach- 
ing about the Pope of Rome, and Purgatory. None 
of these doctrines have the slightest basis in the 
Bible, but are man-made innovations. 


I’. Mary and Her Savior: 
Acts 1:13,14. 


In Verse 13 we have a list of the disciples ana 
Verse 14+ adds these words: “These all continued 
with one accord in praver and supplication, with 
the wamen, and Mary the mother of Jesus and with 
his brethren.” Mary and his brethren were deti- 
nitely His disciples. None of his brethren were 
chose to be among the 12 apostles, and they were 
not among his early followers, but now they believe 
and are with the others in the upper room. 
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Here, again, no evidence can possibly be found 
for setting Mary apart or in any way above the 
others. In fact, she seems to be kept in the back- 
yround as were the other members of the family. 
The scripture includes her among those who be- 
lieved and were gathered tor prayer and supplica- 
tion. If there were any foundation for the Roman 
Catholic theory then we would find a very different 
scene in that Upper Room. According to their 
theory all gathered there would be beseeching Mary 
to intercede for them. 


But we find that they were all praying, Mary as 
well as the others. She has no particular place of 
prominence or honor in this gathering for prayer; 
she is simply one of the company. ‘There is nothing 
to suggest that she had, or wanted, such a place. In 
fact, I believe with all my heart, that she would 
have been shocked and humiliated. Of all the per- 
versions of the Roman Catholic Church, this is one 
of the most inexcusable. Let us honor Mary as she 
would have had us honor her, and not make an idol 


Presbyterian Papers 
Latest Dress Fashion 


In Ga. Training School 


The importance of subscribing to church publi- 
cations was the theme of a “dress parade” held dur- 
ing Georgia Synodical ‘Training School at Wesleyan 
College, Macon, Ga., in June. 


Seven Presbyterian papers were represented by 
“tashion show models’ whose costumes were fash- 
ioned from copies of The Christian Observer, The 
southern Presbyterian Journal, The Presbyterian 
survey, Day By Day, The Presbyterian Outlook, 
Presbyterian Women, and Presbyterian News. 


Models bearing placards representing two rival 
publieations from other denominations were put to 
Hight by Henry with his Flit Gun. The stunt was 
planned and produced by Mrs. Shirley Boykin. 
Chairman of Literature in the Georgia Synodical. 
Held in the form of a beauty contest, the program 
proved highly instructive as well as entertaining. 


Davipson, N. C.—Dr. Lewis B. Schenck, J. W. 
Cannon Professor of Bible at Davidson College, re- 
cently arrived in Europe for a summer of study and 
research which will attempt to co-ordinate Euro- 
pean and American thinking on certain theological 
problems. 


Dr. Schenck, a Davidson faculty member since 
‘937, will study with prominent theologians in 
Switzerland and England. Included on his agenda 
will be discussions with Karl Barth, Bruner and 
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The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


out of the mother of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 


Christ. 


News 


Cullmann in Switzerland and Manson Dix in Eng- 
land. 


Camp Montreat 


Camp Montreat is a regular girls’ camp but it ts 
also a Christian camp, Girls from six to 18 years ot 
aye come to Montreat to work and play together. 


This year there are girls from Florida to Texas; 
Pennsylvania to Arkansas, as well as Cuba and 


Holland. 


It is the spirit of Camp Montreat that makes it 
what it is. It is the spirit of keen competition be- 
tween the two Indian tribes which ultimately 
merges into the oneness of one big happy family of 
campers and counselors. 


Here at Camp Montreat we're Christian in all 
of our activities. This is because the girls are from 
Christian homes. We want the girls to take part in 
camp activities with a Christian attitude. Fair play 
and good sportsmanship are the key words in all our 
sports—whether swimming, tennis, horseback rid- 
ing, fencing, archery, dramatics, arts and crafts, 
folk dancing, basketball, softball or volleyball. The 
girls learn these various skills and become proficient 
in them. 


Camp Montreat was founded on Christian ideals. 
Today these ideals are carried out in the blessing 
before each meal, family prayers at bedtime and 
morning watch immediately after breakfast. Some- 
times church leaders from Montreat come up for 
breakfast and lead our devotionals. 


All during the week our major stress is on camp- 
ing but on Sunday we rest from our camping and 
emphasize the religious activities. Sunday School is 
taught by Miss Sarah Anderson, the camp director. 
For church we go down the mountain to Anderson 
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Auditorium, where we hear outstanding church 
leaders. On the side of Lookout Mountain we have 
a campfire circle overlooking one of the most beau- 
tiful scenes at Montreat. Here we watch the clouds 
floating over the mountains while the girls put on 
religious plays and have their vesper program, The 
older campers go over to the hymn-sing at Assembly 
Inn on Sunday evenings. 


Camp Mbontreat’s counselors are selected not 
only for their skill in leading a sport or activity but 
also for their Christian ideals and ability to get 
along with young people. All of the counselors have 
high scholastic ratings and are leaders in the activi- 
ties on their various college campuses. 


With a well-chosen staff and a wonderful group 
of campers, Camp Montreat is looking forward to 
the best season ever. 


Former Journal Assistant 
Accepts Position 
With Organ Guild 
Publication 


James Stuart Dendy, former assistant to the 
editor of The Southern Presbyterian Journal, has 
accepted a position as assistant to the editor of 
The Diapason, official publication of the American 
Guild of Organists and of the Canadian College of 
Organists. Published in Chicago, Ill., The Diapason 


is 


was established in 1909 and is also the official 
organ of the Hymn Society of America. 


Mr. Dendy was employed by The Journal for 
three years and is a graduate of Davidson College 
with a B.S. degree in music. 


After two years with The Journal, Mr. Dendy at. 
tended the Yale School of Music of Yale Uni. 
versity, where he received his A.B. degree in organ 
after two years. 


While at Davidson and Yale, he was organist for 
churches in the communities and served as organist 
for the First Presbyterian Church of Asheville, 
N. C., while working for The Journal. 


Following completion of his course at Yale, Mr. 
Dendy returned to The Journal for one year before 
accepting his present position. In addition to his 
regular duties on The Diapason, Mr. Dendy will be 
engaged in church work in Chicago. 


EDITED BY MRS. R. T. FAUCETTE 


Church Women’s Calendar 
AUGUST 1950 

Circle Program: Bible Study, 
Prayer, Isaiah 36,37. 

Monthly Emphasis: Women of the Church 
in Other Lands. 

— Program: “Come, Let Us Be Joy- 
ful.” 

Women’s Training School: Stillman College, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., Aug. 8-15. 

Conference at Montreat, Massanetta, Va., 


and Mo-Ranch, Tex. 


Hezekiah’s 


New Conference On Church 
Extension To Begin In 
Augtst At Montreat 


A Conferenc on Church Extension will be held 
August 21-27 in Montreat, N. C., with a varied 
program on the work of the Church planned }) 
leaders. 


The program will be as follows, according to an 
nouncement by the Board of Women’s Work: 


Platform Bible Hour: Dr. Bernard Boyd, 
Professor of Bible at Davidson College. 

Refresher Course on Preaching: Dr. Andrew 
A. Blackwood, Professor of Homiletics, 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 

Women’s Home Mission Study Class: Mrs. 
Frank Smith and Mrs. W. R. Ulrich. 

Class for Ministers’ Wives: Mrs. Andrew A 
Blackwood. 

Radio Workshop: audio-visual display, exhibit © 
promotional materials and recent movies in tht 


field of Church Extension. 
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Vesper Services: home missionaries. 
Evening Addresses: laymen and ministers. 
Reception honoring home missionaries. 


Information concerning the conference may be ob- 
rained by writing Rev. Charles H. Gibboney, con- 
ference director, 605 Henry Grady Building, At- 
lanta 3, Ga. Reservations may be made at Montreat. 


WorLp MISSION CONFERENCES 
To Be Hetp IN AucustT AT 
PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLIES 


Hundreds of Presbyterian men, women and 
young people are expected to converge on two con- 
ferences being held during August with world mis- 
sion emphases. 


August 4-9 will see an Assembly-wide Confer- 
ence on the world mission program of the Church 
in Montreat, N. C., with world leaders in mission 
work as featured speakers. 


Included on the program will be Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton, head of the Church’s Board of World Mis- 
sions; Kagawa, famed Japanese Christian convert ; 


Dr. Charles W. Ranson and many of the Church's 
missionaries. 


West of the Mississippi River, the Conference on 
World Mission of the Church will be sponsored 
by the Synod of Texas and the Board of World 
Missions at Mo-Ranch Assembly Grounds near 


Hunt, Tex. 


Speakers for this conference will include such 
men as Dr. John Timothy Stone, Rev. and Mrs. 
Francisco Alves from Brazil, Mr. H. W. Beau- 
mont, lay leader from New Zealand; Dr, Fulton, 
members of the board and staff of world missions 
and missionaries just returned from Communist 


China and other fields. 


Gutzke, Niemoeller, 
To Be Heard In August 
At Montreat Institute 


The Institute of Theology will be held in Mon- 
treat from August 10 to 20 with Dr. Martin Nie- 
meeller of the German Evangelical (Lutheran) 
Church as guest speaker. Also featured as Bible 
teachers will be Dr. Frank Crossley Morgan and 
Dr. Manford Gutzke. 


Dr. David H. C. Read, Chaplain to Edinburgh 
University, will be heard during the Institute. Also 
to be heard are Mrs. Niemceller and Mrs. Read. 


Other’ speakers scheduled to appear on the pro- 
gram will be Dr. Roy L. Smith, of Chicago, III., 
Bishop Arthur Moore, of Atlanta, Ga., and Bishop 
Hazen G. Werner, of Columbus, Ohio. 


AUGUST 1, 1950 


The program for the week will include two lec- 
ture periods, discussion groups, the Bible hour and 
a night preaching hour. All sessions will be open to 
laymen and ministers. Those who have served as 
Chairmen of Spiritual Growth in the Women of 
the Church have been urged to be present. 


Book Reviews 


MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS, by Arthur 
T. Pierson. Zondervan Publishing House. Two 
volumes. $3. Dr, Arthur T. Pierson was one of the 
most able and energetic Christian apologists of the 
past generation. This work was recognized for its 
keen logic and wide scholarship when it first ap- 
peared, It has been out of print for some time and 


is reissued in our day to serve in the defense of the 
Christian faith. 


Dr. Pierson discusses such significant subjects as: 
Miracles—Are They Possible And Probable? The 
Witness Of The Bible To Itself—Its Scientific 
Accuracy, The Moral Sublimity Of God’s Word, 
The Mystery Of The God-Man, and Christ In 
The Old Testament. 


The author is a strong believer in apologetics. He 
remarks: ‘The importance of the study of the evi- 
dences of Christianity which establish the claim of 
the religion of Christ as the one and only divine re- 
ligion cannot well be overrated or overstated.” 


Again the author states: “The teachings of the 
Bible are at once so peculiar and so important that 
it is one of our chief duties and privileges to attain 
a certainty of conviction as to the divine origin of 
the Holy Scriptures and the divine character and 
mission of Jesus Christ.” He believes that such cer- 
tainty is attainable as well as desirable. 


In our day of doubt, this work of Dr. Pierson’s 
should be widely disseminated. It is calculated to 
dispel all honest doubt in regard to the inspiration 
of the Scriptures or the divine origin of Christianity. 
Although Dr. Pierson deals with profound subjects, 
his treatment is always in simple style. These two 
volumes could be read with profit by students in 
high school or college. No one can read these two 
volumes with an open mind without realizing with 
a fresh conviction that Christianity is supported by 
many infallible proofs. —John R. Richardson. 


MRS. HERVEY LEONIDAS ROSS 


Mrs. Hervey Leonidas Ross, for thirty-nine years 
a missionary in Mexico, passed away peacefully in 


Morelia on July 8. 


Dr. Ross and their son, Dr. J. Hervey Ross, who 
is in charge of the hospital in Morelia, carry on the 
work for the people of Mexico. 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For August 20: Be Szi// And Know 


Introduction 


This program is designed to be held outdoors and 
is beamed at cultivating that deep sense of awe and 
reverence that inevitably comes when we go into 
the great out-of-doors and behold the vastness and 
beauty of natural creation about us, 


There is great value in withdrawing from the 
bustle and the hurry of man’s world to meditate in 
God’s great out-of-doors, but ever as we reflect upon 
the works of God in nature we must remember that 
to really know and understand God we must also 
meditate on the works of God in history and in 
revelation. We never fully worship God until we 
consider all our knowledge of God in nature, in 
history, and in God’s revelation of Himself and His 
purpose in His written Word. As a matter of fact, 
our topic, “Be Still And Know,” is taken from a 
Psalm in that written Word and we are using that 
Psalm tonight as our Scripture Lesson. 


Scripture Lesson: Psalm 46 


Psalm 46 was written by some unknown writer 
at a time when the nation of Israel had been de- 
livered from war and national confusion. With war 
right on us again here in America, it is good for us 
to study again the faith and confidence of the writer 
of this Psalm in order that we might know our 
possessions in God. Let us outline the Psalm in a 
way that will remind us of our possessions in Christ. 


Adequate Resources: V. 1. 


The Lord Himself is our refuge, strength, and 
help. That means that no matter what kind of 
trouble may be tumbling down upon us in the 
world, God is our refuge and protection. No matter 
what gigantic task we may be called upon to do, 
(sod is our strength. No matter how difficult and 
perplexing the situations of life, God is our help. 
When we have God and God has us, we have ade- 
quate resources to meet any and every demand of 
life. Dare we face war without Him? Do we really 
believe that He is our refuge of strength in the 
time of war? 


U'nshakeable Confidence: 2-3. 


The Psalmist picturesquely says that even though 
the earth be completely removed and the mountains 
carried away into the midst of the sea we will rest 
in peace and confidence in God. 


On the east coast they are now giving out in- 
structions concerning what men should do in the 
event of atomic warfare. Perhaps we should bring 
this up to date and say that, even though the hy- 
drogen bombs begin to fall upon our country, we 
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will have unshakeable confidence in God that He 
will keep us in His will and use us for His own 
purpose. Do we have that unshakeable confidence? 
We should and we can. 


Unfailing Joy: V. 4. 


In days like these we find that amid the problems 
and the difficulties of every-day modern life we be- 
come tense, anxious, fretful, and frustrated, and 
now with war upon us, we find paralizing fear be- 
ginning to grip our hearts and our dreams of the 
future that we have planned for ourselves become 
tumbling air castles. Can we have joy in a world 
like this? If we are walking in fellowship with God 
there is a river, a source of joy that flows from God 
to us, and when that joy becomes ours, we have 
peace and joy, even in the midst of uncertainty and 


tribulation. 


Continual Protection: V. 5-7. 


The nations of the earth around about us look 
awfully big. We seem rather insignificant, about to 
be crushed beneath the onrush of great events. But 
the nations are but a drop in the bucket before God, 
and small and insignificant though we seem, we are 
the objects that loom large in the loving heart ot 
God. He will keep us even during the days when 
heathen people rage and the kingdoms are jostling 
together in war, There is a quiet and secret place 
near to the heart of God where we have continual 
protection. 


Triumphant Power: I. 8-9. 


The Psalmist has just seen the utter destruction 
of the enemies of Israel. Perhaps it was the de- 
struction of Sennacherib in the siege of Jerusalem. 


In our world today God is at work and He will 
not cease working until He has made wars to cease, 
destroyed all of the equipment of warfare and 
brought the kingdoms of the earth into the fold ot 


tthe Kingdom of Christ. God is working to this pur- 


pose with triumphant power and even though we 
may have to walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, we know that ultimately the people ot 


Books By 
WILLIAM CHILDS ROBINSON 
Christ The Hope Of Glory .................... $3.00 
What Is Christian Faith? ...................... $1.00 


Who Say Ye That I Am? ... $2.50 
These Books May Be Purchased From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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God shall be triumphant, and all the way through 
we know that His power cannot be defeated. 


Available Knowledge: V. 10. 


All of these resources are available to the person 
who knows God in a personal, intimate, yielded 
way. These resources are not for those who simply 
know about God, but they are available to those 
who take the trouble to be still and know God by 
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and by obeying 
Him. 


Abiding Presence: V. 7-11. 


When we have taken the trouble to know God 
through faith and surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, then we know that the Lord of Hosts is 
with us and that the God of Jacob is our refuge, 
come what may. When we have the presence of 
God with us and the power of God on our side, 
what care we who be against us? 


A Help In Trouble 


The following is taken from Tom Olson and 
would form a real interesting study of what the 
Bible has to say about the different kind of trouble 
in which we need help: 


“But “God is our Refuge and Strength, a very 
present Help in trouble.’ ” 


Regardless of the nature of the trouble, ‘God is 
a very present Help’ in it. 


The thief at Calvary was in the throes of soul 
trouble and out of a deep consciousness of his guilt, 
called upon the Lord, who at that very time was on 
the cross for our sins, He answered him immediately 
and promised him ‘Paradise,’ to which he went 


that very day. (Luke 23:39-43). 


Everybody has trouble of some kind—consider 
the following: 


Abraham had land trouble. (Genesis 13:1-18). 
Jacob had business trouble. (Genesis 31:36-42). 
Joseph had rationing trouble. (Genesis 41 :46-57). 
inferiority-complex trouble. (Exodus +: 
Samson had romantic trouble. (Judges 16:4-31). 
David had “in-law” trouble. (1 Samuel 18:12-23). 
Solomon had marital trouble. (Nehemiah 13:26). 
Hezekiah had physical trouble, (II Kings 20:1-7). 


—— had military trouble. (II Chronicles 
18:1-31. 


Mordecai had anti-semitic trouble. (Esther 4:1-17). 
Job had Satanic trouble. (Job 1 :6-22). 


Baruch had personal-ambition trouble. (Jeremiah 


45:1-5). 


Jonah had under-sea trouble, (Jonah 2:1-10). 
"a. had over-confidence trouble. (Mark 14:27- 
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Thomas had sceptic trouble. (John 20:24-31). 

Paul had multiple trouble. (11 Corinthians 11 :23- 
28). 

But the Lord delivered them out of them all. 
(Psalm 34:17).” 


SUGGESTIONS 


In using the program you should be sure to in- 
clude a study of Psalm 46 and without a doubt sing 
somewhere in this program Martin Luther’s great 
reformation hymn based on this Psalm, “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God.” You might want your group 
to bring their Bibles and trace down some of the 
references of Bible characters who had trouble, as 
suggested in the paragraph above. Work into your 
program a study of this Psalm and pray earnestly 
that God will make this thought real because the 
days that lie ahead will certainly be days in which 
we young people must know God personally and 
find in Him adequate resources and unshakeable 
confidence no matter what happens. 


Vesper Topics For August 27: 
Big Must On Campus 


Introduction 


To hear many people talk you would think that 
the ‘big must on the campus” is a good football 
team and plenty of free time for ‘“campusology,” 
yet in Our most serious moments we know that the 
must of college life is a real education. 


True education is based on wisdom, not only 
knowledge but the “know-how” for successful and 
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useful life. The Bible has much to say about this 
kind of wisdom and no matter how fully we enter 
into college life and education, we cannot have real 
wisdom if we neglect what the Bible has to say 
about wisdom. Let us follow, then, a Scripture trail 
to various parts of the Bible where we can find the 
secret of true wisdom. 


Scripture Trail 


The Supreme J alue of Wisdom: 
Proverbs 4:1-8, 16:16. 


Before anyone becomes too interested in the 
necessary discipline of getting wisdom, he must be 
convinced of the value of wisdom. The writer of 
Proverbs had much to say about the value of wis- 
dom and his general point of view is expressed in 
these two passages which we have just read. Wis- 
dom will bring honor to the one who secures her 
and because of the things that wisdom brings that 
money cannot buy and poverty cannot destroy, it is 
of supreme value. Wisdom is of far more value than 
simply getting money and making a living. 


The Divine Origin of Wisdom: 
Proverbs 1:7, 8:13. 


‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom.”’ What is the fear of the Lord? Some fear is 
unhealthy, such as worrying about what’s going to 
happen tomorrow and being afraid to go somewhere 
because the circumstances are unknown. But there 
is a fear that is healthy, such as being afraid to 
stick your hand in a fire or into a whirling electric 
saw. In the Scripture “the fear of the Lord” refers 
to this kind of fear. The fear of the Lord is to have 
such a respect and reverence for the will and law 
of God that we have better sense than to disregard 
and violate that law. The fear of God seems to be 
out of date today but men are destroying themselves 
because they violate His will and law. You cannot 
continue to violate the law of God without de- 
stroying yourself in His universe. Thus, real wis- 
dom begins when we find the will and law of God 
and have reverence and respect for God that makes 
us forsake the evil and do the good. 


The Essential Source of Wisdom: 
Proverbs 2:5-7, Colossians 


3:16, Jeremiah 8:9. 


Most of the wisdom that we have in the schools 
today is based on man’s observation of the world 
about us and his reasoning about the experiences of 
man as he has lived in the world. This is all good 
but is not truly useful until we see it in the light of 
the revelation that God has made in His Word. The 
essential source of wisdom, even for understanding 
the life that we can observe, is found in the Word 
of God. Neglect the Word and we close the door 
to the house of wisdom. Hide the Word of God 
away in our hearts and we have placed there the 
light that can guide us into wisdom. 
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The Practical Manifestation of Wisdom: 
Proverbs 1:24-31, 8:13-21. 


Wisdom is not something that we have in our 
heads. Wisdom is that understanding of life that 
moves us to action. When we have found wisdom 
under God, we will live the kind of life that is 
knowledge-balanced, effective and efficient, in the 
things that endure and make life hold together. 
When we turn our backs on wisdom, life falls to 
pieces, Wisdom is manifest in action and action is 
proved by its fruits. 


The Necessary Testing of Wisdom: 
I Corinthians 1:18-25, 2:6. 


To examine the experiences of man and to listen 
to his explanation of life is to realize that the 
opinions of man are many and varied. We must 
test knowledge and wisdom to find that which is 
of God and truth and that which is of the evil one 


and error. The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is 


the basis on which we can test wisdom. The Gospel 
is foolishness in the light of the wisdom of the 
world, but to those who believe, it is the power ot 
God unto salvation, and in the light of that power 
we can see that the foolishness of man is truly the 


wisdom of God. 


The Encouraging Promise Concerning 
Wisdom: James 1:5-7. 


True wisdom, then, comes from above, from God, 
who is truth itself. If we come humbly to the Word 
of God and to the data of light and history, asking 
God to give us light, He has promised that He will 
give us wisdom, provided we are willing to use 
that wisdom according to His will and in His ser- 
vice. God does not grant wisdom, nor any of His 
other blessings, merely to satisfy the curiosity ot 
man. Perhaps this is the reason why so many people, 
who are otherwise educated, fail to find that true 
wisdom from above. 


SUGGESTIONS 
In the program outline given in Presbyterian 
Youth, open this program with a study of wisdom 
as seen in the Scriptures and then follow with your 
discussion of campus life. 
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strated booklet. 


Tryon Church 
Holds Revival 

An unusual revival was held at the Tryon Pres- 
byterian Church for eight days, May 4 te Il. Dr. 
Cecil —Thompson, professor of evangelism at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., was 
the preacher. ‘he church was full for every service, 
but on the last three nights extra chairs were put at 
the front and back of the sanctuary, and the two 
side rooms were used to take care of the overflow. 
The town police were enlisted to park cars and 
direct trafic. Also front-page publicity in ‘The 
Tryon Bulletin was given the services. For three of 
the five days of the week the paper is printed, much 
of the editor’s column and a news column on the 
front page were devoted to the revival. One of the 
eve-catching headlines was this: ““PoLice Protec- 
TION AssURED FAMILY NIGHT TONIGHT.” 

As a result of the unusual publicity, good preach- 


ing, and the wonderful support of the members of 
the church, the revival was community-wide. The 
power of the Holy Spirit was felt im many lives. 
Five adults expressed their desire to join other 
churches of the community. Ten people joined the 
rresbyterian Church, one by profession of faith and 
nine by transfer of their letters of membership. 
Many adults prayed aloud in public for the first 
time in their lives at the School for Prayer which 
was held after the service each night. 


One man from the Baptist Church of Tryon gave 
his pastor a $100 check to start a fund to be used 
to help prospective ministers of the county to get an 
education (this as a result of the revival). Many of 
the members of the Presbyterian Church rededicated 
their lives and they now have a new appreciation of 
the importance of evangelism. 


As a further result, they are doing more visiting, 
the attendance at Sunday School is the largest it has 
ever been during the summer, and the sanctuary has 
been full for the morning worship service each Sun- 
day since June +. Space does not permit the telling 
ot all the blessings God gave us during the eight 
days of services. 


The Baptism Of Infants 
This article, published in the February 1, 1950, 
issue of The Journal, is now available in booklet 
form, twenty pages, at 10c each, $1.00 per dozen, 
or $5.00 per 100, postpaid. Order from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Peter Marshall’s New Book 
MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER! 


These selected sermons and prayers, addressed to the man in 
the street, show Peter Marshall's greatness. “He was a man of 
great piety and great wit, a man with strength of soul and 
fine personal charm ... He put the whole “ae of his spirit 


into his beseechings of. Almighty God.” $2.5 
Record. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... 


North Carolina 


Pocket Bible Handbook 


By Hally 


An invaluable little sourcebook of all sorts of 
help in Bible Study. Briefly summarizes facts 
regarding each book and is helpful in many 
ways toward understanding of Biblical ar- 
rangement, study, etc. $2.00. 


ORDER FROM 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


History Of The Presbyterian 
Church In America 


By Rev. G. Coleman Luck 
Part I: Presbyterianism In Colonial America 


I. Beginnings of Presbyterianism 


The real beginning of Presbyterianism in America 
is to be found in the emigration of various peoples 
with Presbyterian background from the Old World. 
Many Huguenots, Dutch, English, Scotch, and Irish 
came to America during the reign of the Stuarts. 
These people were Calvinistic in doctrine and es- 
sentially Presbyterian. 


With the first Protestant settlements, Puritanism 
came to America. Robert Hunt, the first James- 
town Pastor, was a Puritan. Another Puritan 
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